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2010 Trail Work Dates
Spring (or summer!) may arrive

eventually and we plan to take

advantage of good weather when it

arrives.

Saturday June 12th

Grouse Gap: Work on upgrading the

turnpike. Meet at Ashland Ranger

Station at 8:30 to carpool to worksite.

Saturday June 19th

PCT treadwork west of Mt Ashland.

Meet at Ashland Ranger Station at

8:30 to carpool to worksite.

Saturday July 3rd

PCT treadwork likely near Wrangle.

Meet at Ashland Ranger Station at

8:30 to carpool to worksite.

Saturday August 14th

Probable Sky Lakes treadwork. Meet

at Ashland Ranger Station at 8:30 to

carpool to worksite (departure time

subject to change - please check back

as it gets closer).

White Rabbit Trail Benches
by Rich Vansen

An early January (when the weather was pleasant!) project was
the purchase and installation of two benches on the ridge near the
upper junction of White Rabbit and the Looking Glass loop trails.
One bench overlooks the southeast end of the valley toward
Emigrant Lake and the other looks northwest down the Bear Creek
Valley towards Medford. Both benches offer an opportunity to
ponder the spectacular beauty of the Ashland area.

The view from one of the two benches installed at the top of White

Rabbit.

Watershed Environmental
Assessment
by Rob Cain

The AWTA Board is involved with a number of behind-the-scenes
activities associated with trail advocacy. We continue to work with
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Saturday September 25th

TBA - probable Pilot Rock area. Meet

at Ashland Ranger Station at 8:30 to

carpool to worksite.

For additional information please call

Rob at 482-4392, or email

info@ashlandtrails.org.

Mt A Run 2009 Nets $2.5K
The Mt Ashland Hill Climb Run

continues to be successful both as an

event and a fundraiser. Many AWTA

volunteers helped with registration, aid

stations, transportation, timing, results

and clean-up. If you are interested in

volunteering for this year's event

(Saturday, Aug. 7), send us an email.

Bench Installation: It
Takes a Village

"I think this might be too high for you.."

Notice the holes are being dug straight

down, but in the top photo you can see

landowners on trail easements, the City of Ashland on city trail
work, the Bear Creek Greenway on various linkages, the Pacific
Crest Trail Association on select projects, among others. Many of
these activities take months, if not years, to see any forward
progress.

We also spend considerable time with the US Forest Service on
Ashland Watershed issues. We have been in discussions for years
on developing a trails plan for the area. With the USFS involved in
issues of a more pressing need and their lack of resources, our
request had been on the back burner--until this year. With the
involvement of Steve Johnson, we have begun some initial
planning to develop an Environmental Assessment (EA) of the
Ashland Watershed that would eventually lead us to a trails plan.
The idea behind the EA is to describe what we have and determine
what would be most desirable for the area.

Concerns to be addressed would include wildlife habitat, safety,
resource issues such as erosion, the lack of maintenance money
and the amount and type of traffic experienced on our trails. As
Steve Johnson pointed out during the initial kickoff meeting, we
haven’t had any change in our trail system since 2000 but we’ve
had a huge increase in the number of users. For those of us that
routinely use the trails, a walk up Catwalk or Alice in Wonderland
trail in the middle of summer always serves as a useful reminder
of how crowded our trail system is.

The Environmental Assessment will cost approximately $50,000.
The Forest Service at this point does not have the money
specifically set aside for the project. We were told the single best
way to get the Forest Service to move on the project would be for
the community to show its interest by raising some of the funds to
then be matched by the Forest Service. The AWTA Board sees this
as a real opportunity to provide leadership. We are working with
the City and the bicycling community to raise funds for the
project. You may be hearing from us later in the year on how you
might be able to help, either through a direct contribution or by
volunteering with a fundraiser.

Grouse Gap with Americore
by Allan Goffe

On August 15, 2009 a good sized group from AWTA joined the
Americore workers for a day of work on the PCT between the
Mount Ashland parking lot and the Grouse Gap Shelter. We set up a
fire brigade type line to hand buckets of gravel from a stockpile
on the road down a steep slope to the trail.
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the bench legs are at an angle. Oops!

A true shovel-ready project

Level best work

The village people and the finished

product.

The gravel was being spread in turnpikes in the soggy areas of the
trail, thereby raising the trail bed out of the muck. The last time
this task was performed in this area a helicopter was used to drop
the gravel on the trail. We had to move all that material by hand
using plastic buckets!

Workers on the PCT near Grouse Gap.

After a short break we took a walk with our tools and tuned up the
trail. Some rocks were moved to provide some steps across a few
of the creeks. The vegetation was cut back well away from the
trail since those shrubs grow fast and we are not sure when we
will be able to get back to this section of the trail to do some
maintenance.

New Siskiyou Mountain Park Trail
by Rich Vansen

A new hiker-only trail offering an alternative to the steeper, more
road-like, lower section of White Rabbit Trail was developed this
Spring in Siskiyou Mountain Park. The trail is named in honor of
Mike Uthoff, the longtime local conservationist who was
instrumental in the purchase of land in 1991 by the City that later
was expanded to become the current 271 acre Siskiyou Mountain
Park Preserve. Starting at the Park Street access road across from
the Clay Creek Loop, the trail winds up the hill to join the White
Rabbit Trail a couple of switchbacks below the view rocks on the
ridge at elevation 3300 feet. As an added bonus, there is a hillside
bench offering a great opportunity to pause and enjoy a great
view of the valley.
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Sign commemorating the new trail in Siskiyou Mountain Wilderness

The Ashland Woodlands and Trails Association (AWTA) is a private, non-profit group committed to help preserve,
maintain, and provide appropriate public access to the area's woodlands and trails.

Suggestions, Comments, Unsubscribe: Email Us

Our mailing address is: P.O. Box 3472, Ashland, OR 97520

Telephone: 541-482-7061

Copyright (C) 2010 AWTA All rights reserved.
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